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‡ “Chizu de yomu Edo～Tokyo (Analyzing Edo and Tokyo Through Atlas)” Yasuo Masai (Heibonsha, 1986)
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‡From Edo no Kawa, Tokyo no Kawa (Rivers of Edo, Rivers of Tokyo) by Masao Suzuki
Inoueshoin (1989)-ⅴ．Edo wo sasaeta kawagishi(Riverbanks Supporting Edo) Fig29”Piers in Kanto Area”

Rivers and riverbanks in the Edo Era



鈴木理生『江戸の川 東京の川』より

‡From Edo no Kawa, Tokyo no Kawa (Rivers of Edo, Rivers of Tokyo) by 
Masao Suzuki Inoueshoin(1989)-(left)ⅢPiers Located on Edo in Middle 
Ages Fig.14 Piers in Edo When Dokan Governed Edo, (Upper right)Fig.22 
Remodeling of Edomaeshima, (Lower right)Ⅳ Completion of  Edo Castle
modified Fig.26

Formation of Edo

Edo harbor (15th century)

Around 1640

Early 17th century



Street scene near Nihonbashi in 
the early years of Meiji (1870s)

Anjin-cho





Manual pump

Asuka women’s fire brigade in Sakata City, Yamagata Prefecture
From Shashin Zusetsu Nihon Shoboshi (Pictorial History of Firefighting in Japan)





「安政見聞誌」

Ansei Kenmonshi (An account of the Great Ansei Earthquake in 1855)



Fuzoku Gaho (Illustrated Monthly Magazine) No. 183, Extra edition, Edo 
no Hana (Flowers [Fires] of Edo), vol. 2, February 1899 



Steam pump and extension ladder of the Metropolitan 
Police Department in late Meiji era – Team of horses

Steam pump used in fighting the Great West Kanda Fire in 1913

Fuzoku Gaho (Illustrated Monthly Magazine) No. 186, Meiji era 
Imperial fire brigade, April 1899 Shashin Zusetsu Nihon Shoboshi (Pictorial History of Firefighting in Japan)



Ginza Renga-gai (street lined with brick buildings) 
Looking toward Kyobashi from the 4-chome intersection





‡Photo from Arakawa Karyushi: Shiryohen (Ara River Downstream: Data File)
Edited by committee for compiling record of Ara river downstream Tokyo, published by 

foundation for river front improvement and restoration Tokyo, sold by Tokyosankaido (02/2005), p3 
pic.1
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‡From Arakawa Karyushi: Shiryohen (Ara River Downstream: Data File)
Edited by committee for compiling record of Ara river downstream Tokyo,

published by foundation for river front improvement and restoration Tokyo, sold by 
Tokyosankaido (02/2005), p43 pic.41

Transporting materials by handcart

Mechanized dredging

Dredge

Construction work on the Arakawa canal



高潮危険範囲

‡Port Bureau, Tokyo Metropolitan Government 

http://www.kouwan.metro.tokyo.jp/jigyo/takashio/index.html (modified by Jun Suzuki)

Inundation caused by flood tides equivalent to those 
encountered in the Ise Bay Typhoon in 1959

Areas at risk of flooding

Below sea level
at flood tide



Countermeasures against high tides
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Rainwater in canal pumped back 
into sea

Seawalls – Floodgates – Land gates 
protect against inflow

Upper left

‡Port Bureau, Tokyo Metropolitan Government 

http://www.kouwan.metro.tokyo.jp/jigyo/takashio/index.html (modified by Jun Suzuki)


