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What Exactly Are Historical Materials?

[ Written Historical Materials (documentary historical material)
(1)Documents: Items transmitted intentionally from sender to receiver
(2)Records: Diaries, etc. created by a person to record remembrances
(3)Edited Works (books): historical compilations, etc. created for non-

specific readers

II Non-Written Historical Materials
(1)Physical historical materials
(1) Imaged historical materials: picture scrolls (emaki), drawings, maps,

photos, etc.
(2) Archaeological (physical items) historical materials: archaeological
relics, ruins, folk tools
(@[auditory] Recorded historical materials: records, magnetic tapes, etc.
@Visual historical materials, etc. *electronic data?

(i1) Non-physical historical materials
Transmitted historical materials: oral traditions, customs and mores, etc.

(Reference: Kazuhiko Kasaya monogaph Ordering and Management of Historical Materials (Shiryo no seiri to
kanri, Iwanami Shoten, 1988)



1 Historical Materials and Historiography

(OBasics of Historical Research: historical materials examination,
collection/reproduction, decipherment
critique of historical materials = analysis of historical materials
OLet’s experience investigation of historical materials

e.g.) Discussion of Tenant Farmer Rent Halving Edict of 1868

Time: January 1868
at height of the Boshin War



January 3~4, 1868 m—z--vf o
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Forc:e s | 2 sal to tiheflate Shogunates
were defeated and retreated
hastily to Osaka Castle while the
Iast' shogun Tokugawa Yoshinobu
(Keiki) fled aboard the warship
Kaiyo-maru to Edo. The new
Imperial gévernment began
pacification of the western part of
the country and an expedition to
the East against Tokugawa
remnants.
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+  We find the answer here in this historical material currently held by
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It is an internal document from the Kyoto Daijokan
(Grand Council of State) government office.

By courtesy of Historiographical Institute, the University of Tokyo
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i3 Figure removed due to
% copyright restrictions
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1. Historical Records and History

(OBasics of Historical Research: historical materials examination,

collection/reproduction, decipherment/critique of historical materials =
analysis of historical materials

OLet’s experience investigation of historical materials

e.g.) Discussion of Tenant Farmer Rent Halving Edict of 1868
Time: January 1868 at height of the Boshin War

(OCan Japan, a major holder of historical materials, achieve world
prominence in terms of existing historical records?
Japan’s ancient documents (dating from before 1600) number about
300,000

So what about from the Kinsei Era on?

The research institution that examines/collects, researches,
edits/publishes (makes public) premodern Japanese historical materials
is the Historiographical Institute, the Univesity of Tokyo.




2.History of Examination of Historical Materials
and Historiography
(based on history of the Historiographical Institute)

OBeginning of historiographical work
Carried on work of the Wagaku Kodansho (1793)

1869 Daijokan established an Office of Historiography
= under President Sanjo Sanetomi
1872 History Division established

1875 Reorganized and expanded as Bureau of Historical Compilation
(Shushikyoku) — later downsized to Office of Historical
Compilation (Shushikan)

1888 Jurisdiction over the provisional Shushikyoku acting as the basic
ressearch institution under Cabinet control was transferred to the
Imperial University and the following year the National (Japan)
History Division was founded.



2.History of Examination of Historical Materials

and Historiography

(based on history of the Historiographical Institute)
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2.History of Examination of Historical Materials
and Historiography
(based on history of the Historiographical Institute)

OBeginning of historiographical work
Carried on work of the Wagaku Kodansho (1793)
1869 Daijokan established an Office of Historiography
= under President Sanjo Sanetomi
1872 History Division established

1875 Reorganized and expanded as Bureau of Historical Compilation
(Shushikyoku) — later downsized to Office of Historical
Compilation (Shushikan)

1888 Jurisdiction over the provisional Shushikyoku acting as the basic
ressearch institution under Cabinet control was transferred to the
Imperial University and the following year the National (Japan)
History Division was founded.

Historiographical activities during the Meiji Era:

Fukkoki and restored original historical materials incorporated in the
Fukkoki

Discussion concerning the Tenant Farmer Rent Halving Edict (2)



i Proclamation,
fr including rent
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Authority is the ®
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verifies document
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Proclamation not

K including the rent
¥ reduction
i
&
Fukkoki

January 27 version




“As to how the
previous proclamation
dated the 14" should
be treated: when there
are differences, be
advised that it should
be read as shown o
the right with the
indicated deletions.”

Proclamation not
including the rent
reduction(continu
ed)
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This explanatory
notation from 1878
(Meiji 10) was made
based on an inquiry
made to the House
of lkeda in Okayama
(supplement to
Ikeda House
records)
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Fukkoki and the original historical material
on which the Fukkoki was based

D a'J 0] kan Daijokan
government =— o  T~=g
Oﬁ:lce (Meiji 8) &

original historical )
material for Fukkoki*

cgjﬁtent inquiry ‘/’
various han "

I(l?ljjayama House OfH house FUkkOki..:::
& a) 1874 (Meiji 6) housé_ (SEOIES Compllatlon

records submitted
for editing




2.History of Examination of Historical Materials
and Historiography
(based on history of the Historiographical Institute)

OShift in activities from compilation of authorized history to historiographical
work with (collection/editing of) historical materials

1892 Kume Kunitake’s controversial article Shinto wa saiten no hokozoku
(“Shinto is an Outmoded Custom of Worshipping Heaven’’)

1893 History compilation actitivities at Tokyo Imperial University
abolished

1895 Historiographical Institute established within School of Letters of
university
— since war has become an attached research institute

Shigeno Yasutugu Kume Kunitake



2.History of Examination of Historical Materials
and Historiography
(based on history of the Historiographical Institute)

OShift in activities from compilation of authorized history to
historiographical work with (collection/editing of) historical materials
1892 Kume Kunitake’s controversial article Shinto wa saiten no hokozoku
(“Shinto is an Outmoded Custom of Worshipping Heaven”)
1893 History compilation actitivities at Tokyo Imperial University
abolished
1895 Historiographical Institute established within School of Letters of

university
— since war has become an attached research institute

During this period, a gulf developed between the State and academism
due to controversies such as the debate concerning Imperial legitimacy
during the Namboku Period (Nambokucho Seijunron) and the historical
view that Japan’s national polity embodied in the Imperial line enjoyed
centrality and permanence as the “country of the gods” (Kokoku Shikan),
yet empirical research on historical materials continued.

O A wealth of amassed properties = tremendous amount of copies of
historical materials: slides/stencils, microfilm/digital
What kinds of items?



2.History of Examination of Historical Materials
and Historiography
(based on history of the Historiographical Institute)

OShift in activities from compilation of authorized history to historiographical
work with (collection/editing of) historical materials

1892 Kume Kunitake’s controversial article Shinto wa saiten no hokozoku
(“Shinto is an Outmoded Custom of Worshipping Heaven’’)

1893 History compilation actitivities at Tokyo Imperial University
abolished

1895 Historiographical Institute established within School of Letters of
university
— since war has become an attached research institute

Shigeno Yasutugu Kume Kunitake



2.History of Examination of Historical Materials
and Historiography
(based on history of the Historiographical Institute)

OShift in activities from compilation of authorized history to
historiographical work with (collection/editing of) historical materials
1892 Kume Kunitake’s controversial article Shinto wa saiten no hokozoku
(“Shinto is an Outmoded Custom of Worshipping Heaven”)
1893 History compilation actitivities at Tokyo Imperial University
abolished
1895 Historiographical Institute established within School of Letters of

university
— since war has become an attached research institute

During this period, a gulf developed between the State and academism
due to controversies such as the debate concerning Imperial legitimacy
during the Namboku Period (Nambokucho Seijunron) and the historical
view that Japan’s national polity embodied in the Imperial line enjoyed
centrality and permanence as the “country of the gods” (Kokoku Shikan),
yet empirical research on historical materials continued.

O A wealth of amassed properties = tremendous amount of copies of
historical materials: slides/stencils, microfilm/digital
What kinds of items?



Slides/Stencils

S EEVRRR R SR E T
T RN
v Hw_m_nﬁﬁ o CRNRE TS YN

o r B TR i,
T airEh QRE AR .ﬁ....

1 i s s by T M
| &b S g e B
el AR R TS

O A AR

ST TY ER ST S
e

’ ..l.. P e “p.r..mma._:...,ﬂ.nd.....ﬂu—...
..,ﬂ.uﬂ....mummtwbrﬂ#uﬁ#hvmwdft N

e ol ...m.hj__.u...._.mmm e Af i g
”:.W.-.L.._.F‘m - l___u

) ..ll........l.rndri L
el £V R ;
rﬂ‘ L

Iriki-in document




-

Iriki-in document (original)

AT NTIR Ame = )=
D _ e kO
o smad et n)wmvw.pmmnm#,/mﬂk.wui)l .1w.
~/.3.., N N
- —— Qul-ﬂ

..m.,..mm.u..».w.n._m/nm, NN\ .

. . N ql._ »4.'..,/
Ciea P R CAER AR\
Y et g BT e

L s * h. e ¥

A REE S D=

a2 oL

LR e R TRRS PP
. i

according to the instruction of Professor

. L

in Lo @ TS e T2 © s =25
_ 2 Aok e c \2

e it AW S I Ve

g S TR S o 23S o3

n%k.#%ﬂm.@.&??@. AN W2 S £ S G

Ny eIl -St 5o

AP RNERESS] S =° 55

M,. .ﬁ/.ﬂn}%.ﬁ;imﬁfﬁwﬁ - .f_.,,,_.w.u.., dm@ ! =~ D o ‘=

Z%ﬂﬁﬂﬂm%kﬂmﬁéﬂ@zzﬂ. I =L@ n



Historical Materials/Books Stored at the
Historiographical Institute

@®Books (including reproductions) 168,254 volumes (Japanese-/Chinese-
language books 161,943 volumes, foreign books 6,311 volumes)

@Historical materials (originals/copies) 195,410 items (including one
National Treasure and 13 Important Cultural Properties)

@The Institute has created 110,329 copies (7,105 volumes of highlighted
slides, 22,705 volumes of stenciled items, 39,388 volumes of
photographic albums, 23,222 mounted photographs, 3,589
replicas/rubbings, 9,845 manuscripts, etc.

@Film categories = 64,242 items

(microfilm — 48,018, reel sheet-film - 7,224, titles/dry plates — 9,000, etc.)



3.Dai Nippon Shiryo and Dai Nippon Komonjo

(chronological historical documents and
historical materials by classification)

ODai Nihon Shiryo
Compilations divided in 12 periods ranging from ancient (period covered by
Six Histories of the Nara/Heian eras) to the early part of the Edo Period
By inputting the chronology or item (event name), related historical
materials can be located.
After first 13 compilations, covered by the chronology database
ODai Nihon Komonjo
Collection of old historical documents classified according to groups
(documents related to a given family, etc.)
ODai Nihon Kokiroku
Reproductions of personal diaries

Examples of Compilations) Documents related to foreign relations

during the Bakumatsu Period in the Dai Nippon Komonjo

For period after the arrival of Commodore (Matthew) Perry, chronology

with names of documents — in some cases historical materials related to

an event are appended.

Mainly exchanges of correspondence and records of reception of foreign
visitors (dialogues)

Documents retained by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (formerly the Office of
the Magistrate dealing with Foreign Countries Gaikoku Bugyosho) / historical
materials collected within Japan/historical materials collected abroad
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Over 1,000 volumes in this core
collection of Japanese historical
materials have already been
edited/published.
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4 The Rapid Shift to Databases and Digitalization
(frontlines of historical materials research)

O Computer-friendly and Open Access on the Web
Title-related databases
Text-related databases

Image (historical materials images)-related databases
Dictionaries/tools-related databases

O Rapid developments in Digitalization



4 The Rapid Shift to Databases and Digitalization
(frontlines of historical materials research)
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Flow of Research Activities

examination

/collection of
historical
materials
(filming)

historical materials
examination

accumulation
of collected
historical
materials

production of
copies/digitalization

available for
reading by
public
available to
databases public on
Web
compilations available to
of historical public in
. published
NEWEHELS P
research/compilation publication/release to

public/dissemination



4 The Rapid Shift to Databases and Digitalization

(frontlines of historical materials research)

OExperiment in Historical Information Research
An attempt to visualize historical information

REROER

Results of the
Shoen (Estates)
Pictorial Mapping
Project primarily
led by Professor
Yuzuru Hayashi.
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Now we can also
add three-

dimensional maps.




Information studies research and
collaboration

Development of a Visualization System for Historical Data on
Personages: Professor Mina Akashi

Bird’s-eye views of target data through visual representation

A tool to verify items that have to date been considered as
common sense within historiography.

A tool to assist in the discovery of new hypostheses

From Mina Akashi’'s
“Visualization System for Historical Data on Personages”
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Minamoto Masakata vs. Fujiwara Kintoki
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Promotion Pattern for Individuals Who
Served as “General of the Right”

(1100s)




4 The Rapid Shift to Databases and Digitalization
(frontlines of historical materials research)

OLet’s actually try accessing a database!
The Case of Tenshoin Atsuhime: Attempting to solve

the pubzzle by examining various kinds of historical
evidence, including graphics and objects.

“Approaching the World of Satiric Nishiki-e (colored
woodblock prints)”



©Japan Broadcasting Corporation



Reprinted from Wikipedia
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%AF%A4%ES5%AT7%AB(04/02/2010)
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